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Treasurer — Edward D. Tweedell, The John 
Crerar Library, Chicago. 

Executive offices — 78 E. Washington St., 
Chicago 



THREE hundred sixteen new members 
joined the A. L. A. in January and 
February. Fifteen are institutional mem- 
bers, eleven are trustees, eighteen are 
library school students. Six annual mem- 
bers have become life members. 

In January the new members numbered 
one hundred forty-six; in February, one 
hundred seventy. 

The libraries showing the largest num- 
bers of new members are: 

St. Louis 34 

Cleveland 26 

Birmingham 13 (2 are trustees) 

Atlanta Carnegie Libra- 
ry School 8 students 

Buffalo 8 

Kansas City 8 

New York P. L 8 

New York P. L. School 8 students 
Gary 7 (6 are trustees) 



AST. LOUIS local A. L. A. meeting 
was held in the St. Louis Public Li- 
brary on February 2d. About 60 invita- 
tions were sent out and 54 A. L. A. mem- 
bers were present. The purpose of the 
meeting was "to discuss measures for in- 
creasing the membership and influence of 
the A. L. A. in this locality." 

Some of the objects that might be ac- 
complished by means of a local association 
of A. L. A. members were listed as fol- 
lows: 

1. To represent St. Louis to and at the 

A. L. A. 

2. To represent the A. L. A. in St. 

Louis. 

3. For mutual improvement. 

4. For mutual acquaintance. 

5. To swell A. L. A membership auto- 

matically. 

6. To increase library salaries. 

7. To better library service. 

8. To increase local library prestige. 

9. To recruit for librarianship. 

10. To promote interlibrary comity. 

The following resolution was unani- 
mously adopted: 

RESOLVED: That the Executive Board 
of the American Library Association be 
informed of the present meeting of 54 
members of the Association living in and 
near St. Louis, and of the intention of the 
participants to hold other similar meet- 
ings in the future; and that the Board be 
asked to give its formal sanction to such 
meetings and to advise how they may best 
be held. 

The following committee was appointed 
to call another meeting and to recommend 
a form of organization: Mr. W. L. R. Oif- 
ford, librarian of the Mercantile Library, 
chairman; Miss Bella Steuernagel, libra- 
rian of the Belleville, 111., Public library; 
Mrs. Harriet P. Sawyer, principal of the 
St. Louis Library School. 

HOW Many members by May 1st? 
In the May Bulletin we expect to 
print a list of all new members. It will 
be a sort of supplement to the Handbook, 
1920, which was corrected to January 1st. 
The inclusion of a name on that list 
will be worth something to any library 
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assistant or librarian. Please pass the 
word along. 

And do not forget your trustees. The 
A. L. A. needs the strength which comes 
from members not actively engaged in 
library work. 

Copies of the leaflet "Why Join the 
A. L. A.?" and the membership applica- 
tion blank, will be sent in quantity for dis- 
tribution, on request. 

THE announcements of A. L. A. publi- 
cations to be found on pages 36-39 in 
this issue are worthy of special attention. 
Four new editions of important pamphlets 
have been issued since January first; also 
the County Library leaflet and a reading 
list for the New Voter. 

The most important publication is Book- 
list Books, 1920. 

Miss Alice I. Hazeltine's "Plays for 
Children," will be needed in every libra- 
ry. It is in the printer's hands now but 
will probably not be ready for distribution 
before some time in April. 

Suggestions for new publications are al- 
ways welcome. 

FINANCIAL reports are being published 
regularly in the Bulletin. They are 
purposely made brief and concise. Fur- 
ther information will be sent to any mem- 
ber on request. Those who are sufficiently 
interested will find it possible to check 
the current reports of receipts and ex- 
penditures against the budgets which ap- 
peared in the January Bulletin and the 
Supplementary War Fund budget in this 
number. 

Two comprehensive reports have been 
compiled showing receipts and expendi- 
tures (1) of the War Funds from 1917 to 
January 1, 1921, and (2) of the Enlarged 
Program Funds to January, 1921. The 
treasurer expects to have them printed as 
soon as they have been examined by the 
auditors. 



FACTS FOR TRUSTEES 

THE president of a library board re- 
cently expressed the opinion that the 
time has come for compulsory library leg- 
islation. His argument was, that many 
backward towns and countiesi will not 
have majorities in favor of libraries for a 
generation; that libraries are necessary 
educational institutions and should be pro- 
vided even for minorities; that education 
is a matter of interest to all the state; 
and therefore, that the state should re- 
quire the maintenance of at least a mini- 
mum of library service for every urban 
and rural community. 

Another man, an educator of national 
prominence (but not a librarian) said, a 
few weeks ago in a public address, that he 
thought the state should give financial aid 
to libraries as it now gives money to 
schools. And it was evident that he had 
in mind, not a mere pittance, such as is 
now provided for in certain states, but 
large sums, sums that will make it pos- 
sible for libraries to become much more 
important factors in the field of voluntary 
education than they have ever been in the 
past. 

THREE chapters of special interest to 
library trustees will be found in "A 
Library Primer," by John Cotton Dana of 
Newark, N. J., a new edition of which has 
just been issued by Library Bureau. They 
are "Trustees: What they should and 
should not do"; "Rules or by-laws for a 
board of trustees," and "The librarian: 
Note for trustees and friends of your li- 
brary." The whole book is surprisingly 
interesting for a "primer." 

SALARY standards for librarians may 
almost be said not to exist. A new 
library board in Virginia, noting this fact, 
has adopted the standards of the local 
school board. The result is highly satis- 
factory to the library employees', so satis- 
factory that they urge similar action by 
library boards everywhere. 



34 



AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 



EMPLOYMENT WORK AT HEADQUAR. 
TERS 

AT THE date of writing about one hun- 
dred and fifty people are registered 
at A. L. A. Headquarters as available for 
positions, library school and non-library 
school graduates being about equally rep- 
resented. The registrants are from all 
parts of the country and present experi- 
ence in all kinds of library work. 

The demand has lessened somewhat for 
librarians for business libraries but has 
steadily increased for librarians in most 
other fields. The greatest need is for 
catalogers. While there are numerous 
opportunities for reference librarians, 
general assistants, and children's librari- 
ans, possibly with the exception of the 
last the dearth of available people is no 
where nearly so marked as in cataloging 
work. 

Salaries offered as a rule are adequate 
for the positions to he filled, working con- 
ditions are excellent In the majority of 
instances, and open positions are not con- 
fined to any one part of the country or to 
large libraries. Many small libraries have 
secured librarians through the offices of 
the A. L. A. Sometimes, and always when 
desired, suggestions are made through the 
secretary of the State Library Commis- 
sion. 

The mail handled at the employment 
desk gives a reflection of what is being 
done. One day recently requests were re- 
ceived for recommendations for twenty- 
five positions, four people registered and 
forty-five letters relative to employment 
went out. 

Inquiries are frequently coming in as to 
positions which will give opportunity for 
some formal library training, positions in 
a college library permitting time for car- 
rying some college work, and positions in 
large libraries where apprentice training 
may be received. 

Although as yet A. L. A. Headquarters 
is inadequately equipped to do extensive 
employment work, it is nevertheless glad 



to be of service to libraries needing assist- 
ants and to librarians desiring change of 
positions. To the best of its present abil- 
ity placement work is going steadily on. 

The following are typical. For infor- 
mation concerning them address A. L. A. 
Headquarters. 

Wanted — A children's librarian in a small 
town library. Salary $1,200. Work is 
well organized but capable of extension. 
School work is important part. 

Wanted — Assistant cataloger in University 
library. 

Wanted — Position as head cataloger, by a 
library school graduate who has had 
broad cataloging experience and who 
reads five languages. Salary depend- 
ent upon location and work. 

Wanted — Position as librarian of a town 
library where there is an opportunity to 
do extension work. Experience has been 
very general, but limited to one library. 



TO CATALOGERS 

THE Catalog Section of the A. L. A. is 
most anxious to have a complete list 
of the catalogers of the country, and takes 
this means of getting a registration. Please 
send your name, address, position, educa- 
tion, training, experience, special line of 
work, etc., including, if you will, salary 
received and position and salary desired. 
If the information is sent on a catalog 
card, preferably typewritten, with name in- 
verted for filing, the aid will he appre- 
ciated. Address Ellen M. Chandler, chair- 
man Catalog Section A. L. A., Buffalo Pub- 
lic Library, Buffalo, N. Y. 



Surely cataloging should have a strong 
appeal to young men and women just en- 
tering the profession. It offers an op- 
portunity for interesting constructive work 
in a field requiring vision and technical 
ability combined, as well as a knowledge 
of books and people and of methods for 
bringing the two together. 

The importance of the catalog in mak- 
ing the resources of the library available 
should bring to its construction some of 
the best ability of the library profession. 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

The executive board of the A. L. A. has 
appointed the following nominating com- 
mittee: 

P. L. Windsor, University of Illinois 
library, Urbana, chairman. 

June Donnelly, Simmons College library, 
Boston. 

Theresa Hitchler, Public library, Brook- 
lyn. 

Grace D. Rose, Public library, Des 
Moines, Iowa. 

E. R. Perry, Public library, Los Angeles. 

SPECIAL RATES GRANTED 

As this Bulletin goes to press word is re- 
ceived that the Trunk Line Association, 
Passenger Department, has decided to sell 
round-trip tickets for the A. L. A. confer- 
ence from points in New York, New Jersey, 
Delaware, Maryland, District of Columbia, 
"West Virginia, most of Pennsylvania, and 
part of Virginia. 

The rate of one and one-half fare to west- 
ern gateways of New England Passenger 
Association Territory, plus double the one 
way fare therefrom, will be available to 
members of the A. L. A. and dependent 
members of their families, when identifica- 
tion certificates are presented. Those who 
take advantage of this rate must go and re- 
turn by same route and must reach orig- 
inal starting point not later than June 30, 
1921. Tickets will be on sale June 18th, 
to 20th. 

It is hoped that other passenger associa- 
tions will grant similar rates, but it is not 
expected that any rates will be granted in 
New England territory. 



"The therapeutic value of books has be- 
come steadily more recognized, largely due 
to the fine work during the war and there- 
after by the American Library Association, 
a work which is still being kept up in 
many places. Physicians, both in their pri- 
vate practice and in hospital work are giv- 
ing more recognition to the fact that the 
right book at the right time can become a 
real factor in health building." 

—Publishers' Weekly, Feb. 12, 1921. 



FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE 
Grand Rapids (Mich.) Public Library. 

Moodie, Mrs. Life in the clearings 
versus the bush. N.Y. DeWitt. 

Parker, S. Journal of an exploring tour 
beyond the Rocky mountains under the 
direction of the A. B. C. P. M. performed 
in the years 1835, '36 and '37. 1838. Itha- 
ca. Author. 

Reade, Winwood. Martyrdom of man. 
8th ed. N.Y. Truth Seeker Co. 

Smith, G. Chaldean account of Genesis. 
1876. N.Y. Scribner. 

Stephens, J. L. Incidents of travel in 
Central America, Ciapas, and Yucatan. 
2v. 1841. N.Y. Harper. 

Stevenson, W. B. Historical and de- 
scriptive narrative of twenty years' resi- 
dence in South America. 3v. 1829. Lon- 
don. Longmans. 

FOR SALE 
Waltham (Mass.) Public Library. 

A 60-drawer oak card catalog case in 
perfect condition, manufactured by the Li- 
brary Bureau. Better reply early. 

WANTS 
Providence (R. I.) Public Library. 

Advertising and selling. Aug. 16, 1919; 
April 17 and Oct. 30, 1920. 
Aero. Oct.-Dec, 1918. 
American Forestry. June, 1919. 
Art World. Nov., 1916. 
Arts and Decoration. Sept., 1919. 
Building Age. June, 1919; April, 1920. 
Cartoon. Jan., March, April, 1917. 
Cosmopolitan. Jan., 1912; June-Aug., 1910. 
Drama. Vol. 1, No. 4, & index. 

New York State Library. 

New York Agricultural Experiment Sta- 
tion at Geneva, publications. Circulars 2, 
37; Bulletin 2, 9; Annual Report, 21st, 1903. 

A list of gifts and bequests to American 
libraries for the year 1920, as reported to 
the American Library Association, appears 
in the March first number of Library Jour- 
nal. 



A short report of the Fourth General 
Session of the Colorado Springs confer- 
ence, which was unintentionally and regret- 
tably omitted from the published proceed- 
ings will be printed in the May Bulletin. 
Separates will be available for those who 
wish them. In the meantime typewritten 
copies will be sent on request. 



